Groundwater Use Authorisation
Schedule 1 use.

Under Schedule 1 a person may take water from a borehole for reasonable domestic use. This includes some stock watering, and is up to 10m3/day.  Small industrial users are also included here and is defined:

“small industrial users” means water users who qualify as work creating

enterprises that do not use more than twenty cubic metres per day and identified

in the Standard Industrial Classification of All Economic Activities (5th edition),

published by the Central Statistics Service, 1993, as amended and

supplemented, under the following categories:-

(a) 1: food processing

(b) 2: prospecting, mining and quarrying;

(c) 3: manufacturing;

(d) 5: construction;

Registration forms need not be submitted for Schedule 1 users but they encouraged to do so that we may have data on the groundwater use of the country.

General Authorisation:  Registration of water use.
1.8.(1) A person who uses water in terms of this authorisation must submit to the

responsible authority a registration form or any other further information requested in

writing by the responsible authority for the registration of the water use before

commencement of-

(a) taking more than 50 cubic metres from surface water or 10 cubic metres from

groundwater on any given day; or

(b) a combined storage of more than 10 000 cubic metres of water per property.

For groundwater use, the country is zoned according to quaternary catchment on how much groundwater may be abstracted based on knowledge of the groundwater resource.  The quaternary catchments are listed under their applicable zone.  Note that the size of the property that the borehole is on is to be applied to determine the final volume allowed under the GA.
Zone A

NO WATER MAY BE TAKEN FROM THESE DRAINAGE REGIONS EXCEPT AS SET OUT UNDER SCHEDULE 1 AND SMALL INDUSTRIALUSERS.

Zone B

45 M3 PER HECTARE PER ANNUM MAY BE TAKEN FROM THESE DRAINAGE REGIONS AND SMALL INDUSTRIAL USERS.

Zone C

75 M3 PER HECTARE PER ANNUM MAY BE TAKEN -FROM THESE DRAINAGE REGIONS AND SMALL INDUSTRIAL USERS.

Zone D

150 M3 PER HECTARE PER ANNUM MAY BE TAKEN FROM THESE DRAINAGE REGIONS AND SMALL INDUSTRIAL USERS.

Zone E

400 M3 PER HECTARE PER ANNUM MAY BE TAKEN FROM THESE DRAINAGE REGIONS AND SMALL INDUSTRIAL USERS.

Registration forms must be submitted and a certificate issued on compliance and is usually for the term of 5 years.
Licensing

If the groundwater use does not fall into one of the above categories, or if it has been determined that an area requires compulsory licensing, a license needs to be applied for.  This means making a submission in the correct format with accompanying documentation to the RDM office.  This should be done through the area hydrogeologist.

Please refer to the following document which is available on the internet.
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